Report on UnILiON Open Talk on Knowledge Valorisation — F F G
Towards FP10: Connecting Academia and Industry for Knowledge Valorisation Promoting Innovation.
9 September 2025, Brussels

Background and Overview

On 9 September 2025, the FFG and BayFOR hosted the UnILiON Open Talk on Knowledge Valorisation
- Towards FP10: Connecting Academia and Industry for Knowledge Valorisation. The event was focussed

on universities and the Code of Practice Industry and Academia Co-Creation.

Knowledge Valorisation — with specific focus on the EU’s Guiding Principles for Knowledge Valorisation

— has over the last year been one of the priority topics of the FFG’s (Austrian Research Promotion
Agency) activities in Brussels. This talk was part of the continued discussion on the European level
which included frequent collaboration between the European Commission (EC), the NCP-IP (National
Contact Point for Intellectual Assets and Knowledge Valorisation, Austria) and a variety of European
and national stakeholders.

Particular thanks go to Karin Lukas-Eder, Head of Office, BayFOR (Bavarian Research Alliance), Brussels,
and the UnILiON Group (Universities Informal Liaison Offices Network) who invited the FFG to join their
community at this event. Elisabeth Hajicek, moderated the session on behalf of FFG Europe.

European Commission and Knowledge Valorisation

liro Eerola, Policy Officer, Knowledge Valorisation & Technology Infrastructures at Directorate-General
for Research and Innovation, European Commission presented

e the ERA Policy Agenda 2025-2027, including the upscaling of Knowledge Valorisation capacities
and activities;

e Horizon Europe calls, incl. the WIDERA Work Programme (keywords: networks of Knowledge
Valorisation intermediaries, upgrade of services of Knowledge/Technology Transfer professionals
in universities and RPOs), as well as in Cluster 4 (focus: Digital/human-centric innovation);

e engagement opportunities, such as the call for evidence on the European Innovation Act (Deadline

3 October 2025), as well as providing information on the now closed call for evidence on the ERA
Act, that will be followed up with a consultation in due course.

Knowledge Valorisation activities of the EC, such as the Mutual Learning Exercise (MLE) (final report),
as well as the ongoing series of EU Knowledge Valorisation Talks, including on the 14 October were
highlighted.

Looking towards FP10 (Horizon Europe/Framework Programme 10), the EC pointed to Knowledge
Valorisation’s central role, including as

e one of the specific objectives of FP10 Horizon Europe,

e one of the operational objectives of the Specific Programme,

e element in support in the seamless innovation pipeline from research to market with tight links
to the European Competitiveness Fund (ECF)

e outlined in Article 32 on Valorisation and dissemination of the proposal for FP10

e part of dedicated support instruments and tools to facilitate and accelerate valorisation (ECF
Chapter Ill).

NCP-IP and the Austrian National Context

Kay Felder from the Austrian NCP-IP and FFG, presented Knowledge Valorisation and its
implementation in the national context, including a thematic overview, plus how the programme
fulfills a vital role as an intermediary in the national and international context. She further provided


https://www.ffg.at/en/event/unilion-open-knowledge-valorisation
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/research-area/industrial-research-and-innovation/eu-valorisation-policy/knowledge-valorisation-platform/guiding-principles-knowledge-valorisation-and-implementing-codes-practice/code-practice-industry-academia-co-creation-knowledge-valorisation_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/research-area/industrial-research-and-innovation/eu-valorisation-policy/knowledge-valorisation-platform/guiding-principles-knowledge-valorisation-and-implementing-codes-practice_en
https://www.ffg.at/en
https://www.ncp-ip.at/en/
https://www.bayfor.org/de/index.html
https://www.unilion.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14593-European-Innovation-Act/public-consultation_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/research-area/industrial-research-and-innovation/eu-valorisation-policy/knowledge-valorisation-platform/thematic-focus/peer-learning-better-knowledge-valorisation-final-report-mutual-learning-exercise-published_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/research-area/industrial-research-and-innovation/eu-valorisation-policy/knowledge-valorisation-platform/eu-knowledge-valorisation-talks_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/eu-knowledge-valorisation-talks/new-ways-manage-intellectual-assets-and-bring-research-market-2025-10-14_en
https://commission.europa.eu/publications/european-competitiveness-fund_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52025PC0543

Report on UnILiON Open Talk on Knowledge Valorisation — F F G
Towards FP10: Connecting Academia and Industry for Knowledge Valorisation Promoting Innovation.
9 September 2025, Brussels

good practice examples, such as the FFG COMET Centers and Spin-Off Fellowships, as well as aws

Preseed |Seedfinancing from the Austrian perspective.
European Collaboration

Reference was also made to the IGLO in Action report (jointly produced by KoWi and FFG under the

umbrella of IGLO (Informal Group of Liaison Offices)). Its topic was the requirements of
Technology/Knowledge Transfer Offices at universities and RPOs for the implementation of Knowledge
Valorisation. Throughout 2025 it has served as one of the building blocks of ongoing active informal
exchange between EC, policy actors, national and European stakeholders on the topic of Knowledge
Valorisation, as well as opening up further lines of conversations between organisations, such as IGLO
and UnlILiON, and their working groups.

Discussion

The exchange between university representatives and EC explored how the EU’s Startup and Scaleup
Strategy connects to Knowledge Valorisation strategies, practical application of the codes for
universities, follow up activities resulting from the EC’s public consultation and the creation of enabling
environments and their potential to embed Knowledge Valorisation processes in regional ecosystems
(keyword: Interreg EU).

Summary

The UniLiON Open Talk on the 9 September showed the increasing pervasiveness of the term
Knowledge Valorisation, including throughout the EC’s work programmes and policy documents and
its potential. It is set to be further bolstered in the emerging context of FP10/ECF and the closing of the
gap between research outputs and marketable innovations. The FFG and the NCP-IP, in its role of
Knowledge Valorisation intermediary, will continue to connect the relevant stakeholders and will be
part of the conversation, including as speaker in the next EU Knowledge Valorisation Talk.
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Next steps

Registration for the Knowledge Valorisation Talk “New ways to manage intellectual assets and bring
research to market” on 14 October is already open. It will explore the code for intellectual assets and
is moderated by loannis Sagias, Deputy Head of Unit for Knowledge Valorisation & Technology
Infrastructures at Directorate-General for Research and Innovation, European, featuring the following
speakers:

e Dr Peter Olwell, IP Operations Manager, Dublin City University (lreland)

e Brechtje Vreenegoor, Manager of the Knowledge Transfer Office, Wageningen University and
Research (Netherlands)

e Elisabeth Hajicek, Programme Manager (NCP-IP) (Austria)

Aviso: January 2026 will see a joint FFG/WKO (Austrian Chamber of Commerce) event on the topic of
Knowledge Valorisation, specifically on how to bridge EU strategic objectives and innovators’ and
researchers’ realities. More information will be made available soon.
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